
New Hope-Solebury School District
Policy Committee Meeting Minutes

September 25, 2013 – 5:30 pm

I. Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 pm

II. Roll Call

The following Committee Members were present:

Dr. Raymond Boccuti
Ms. Michelle Churchill
Ms. Wenmei Ge
Mr. Drew Girogi
Mr. David Lieberman
Mr. Stuart Perrone
Ms. Meg Thompson
Mr. Steve Yanni
Ms. Susan Atkinson

Also present was Mr. Charles Malone.

III. Old Business

Minutes
The Committee approved the minutes from the August 6, 2013 Policy Committee meeting.

Policy 227 Controlled Substances
The Committee agreed to incorporate revisions provided by Mr. Lieberman and Mr. Malone, related to 
controlled substance testing.  The Committee reviewed language provided by the district Solicitor 
related to “reasonable suspicion” of controlled substance use.  The Committee discussed the 
“reasonable person” legal standard.  The Committee agreed to minor changes related to the concept of 
reasonable suspicion.  Dr. Boccuti will provide the revised version of the Policy to the Solicitor for 
final review.

Policy 217 Graduation Requirements/Community Service
Dr. Boccuti reviewed for the Committee the district's .25 community service graduation requirement.  
He noted that the requirement has been well-received by students and parents, but one parent has 
expressed concern.  The Solicitor offered to draft language to include in Policy 217 or in a new policy 
that would set forth the community service requirement.  The Committee agreed that first it would be 
helpful to hear any concerns about the requirement.  Dr. Boccuti will invite the parent who raised 
questions to attend a future Committee meeting. 

Merging Policies Discussion
Mr. Perrone briefly reviewed with the Committee the draft merged policies governing employees.  
These policies were drafted by PSBA and must be reviewed by the Committee to ensure accuracy and 
applicability to our district.  The Committee recognized that reviewing certain merged policies would 



be more time-consuming than other merged policies, so it was agreed that Mr. Perrone and Dr. Boccuti 
should identify which policies should be reviewed at each meeting.   

IV. New Business

Administrative Regulation 249AR Bullying/ Cyberbullying
Dr. Boccuti provided background on the development of the Bullying AR.  The AR is modeled after a 
regulation prepared by the legal team of PSBA.  The Committee discussed the significance of 
accurately defining bullying.  “Threatening and pervasive” behavior is critical to identifying conduct as 
bullying.  Proper documentation is crucial to a bullying investigation.  A comment was made about 
ensuring that all perspectives regarding an alleged bullying incident are properly documented.  The AR 
went into effect at the beginning of the school year, but the principals and administrators will review 
and revise it on an ongoing basis to best meet the needs of our students.  The AR can be found on the 
district website in the policy manual.

Policy 201.1 Registration/Proof of Residency Requirements
Mr. Lieberman reported that the current Policy does not include language regarding a change of address 
when a family moves within the district.  The Committee agreed to add language to address this 
deficiency.  Additionally, the Committee agreed to revise section 3 to include “official identification” 
and “utility bill” as evidence of residency.  The Committee recommended that the School Board 
approve the revised Policy at the next school board meeting.

V. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm

VI. Next Meeting

The next Policy Committee meeting will be held on October 23rd at 5:30 pm in the district conference 
room. 


